Religion in India.
presume to point out, and that is not much, is that they cannot all be right. If therefore any one particular school, sect or church enjoys a monopoly of Divine truth, one might naturally and reasonably expect that it would prevail. By the inherent beauty and aptness of its doctrines, aud by the purity of its followers, lives, if not by actual signs and wonders, that sacred system might be attested and warranted in such a manner that no candid enquirer could fail to remark its immeasurable superiority. Above all things its teachings would tally most strictly, if not otherwise verifiable in themselves, with all the verifiable parts of that other unquestioned revelation of Himself which the Creator has set before us in His works. Now, honestly, is there such a system to be produced when the people of India ask what is your religion ? Yet they are in urgent need of one themselves; as most people agree.
The Hindu Pantheon is covered with " a roof of many tinted glass/' Many climates and soils have combined to produce its various elements. The proto-Aryan hymns to the Dawn, the Clouds and the Forces that surround man in his days of simpleness; the historical pretension of the later Epic Poems ; the didactic triviality of the legal Codes ; the monstrous fecundity of the Purdnas; and even the subtlety of the Alexandrian Greeks ; all these have been absorbed in the multifarious fabric. That a shrine or a niche may be found there for Jesus is not impossible. If it should, it will not prove the Hindus to be Christians. It is, indeed, believed that the Bornish missionaries in southern India at one time availed themselves of this liberality of the Hindu mind to introduce a semblance of success into their work. Thus Krishna; repainted, did duty as Christ, and the image of his mother was baptised " Mary/' Whether this happened or not, it is quite probable.
The creed .of the Moslems is less eclectic. Coming down from a branch of the spiritual-minded race of Shem it cannot brook idolatry or anthropomorphism; and considers Trinitarians blasphemous because they admit " participation" into the great attributes of the ONE. Yet, even here, the influences of external civilisation have had their power and will have it more and more. Just as the cold graces of the Taj at Agra have been draped and decked by the soft velvet of verdant foliage raised about them by English gardeners, so the naked austerity of Isl&m was once framed in the graces of Chivalry, of Science, and of Art,
In both cases what has once been may be again ; and the transformation may be more wonderful and complete, now that the external influences have grown so immeasurably stronger than they were. Only it will not, so far as can be reckoned, be a, substitution of one revelation for another, but a modification of old.